Hoi dong Giam muc Cong giao Hoa Ky: Viéc tham gia
Bé phiéu vira la Quyén loi vira la Trach nhiém

WASHINGTON - Ptc Tong Giam muc Paul S. Coakley, Chu tich Hoi
d6ng Giam muyc Cong gido Hoa Ky, phat biéu trong mot thong diép nhan
dip sap dén Ngay Bau ctr tai Hoa Ky vao thir Ba, ngay 3 thang 11: “Pdi
VOl cong dan trong mot nén déan chi dai dién nhw ciia chung ta, viéc tham
gia vao doi séng cong céng—bao gom cd bé phiéu—vira la quyén loi, vira
la trach nhiem,”

Giuse Dang Van Kiém

i
Dudi ddy 1a toan vin théng diép cua Pic Tong Giam muc Coakley:

“Trong thoi diém cé sw chia ré chinh tri sdu sdc, nguoi ta dé nay sinh tam
Iy chén ndn va khéng mudn tham gia vao tién trinh bau cir. Tuy nhién, su
chdn nan khéng phdi la mét dirc tinh ciia ngwoi Kité hitu. Poi véi cong
ddn trong mot nén dan chi dai dién nhw ciia chung ta, viéc tham gia vao
doi song cong cong—bao gom ca viéc bo phiéu—wira la quyén loi, vira la
trach nhiém.

“Khi thue hién nghia vu céng ddan ndy, diéu quan trong la phdi bdao ddm
sao cho cu tri khong gap phai nhitng tro ngai hay kho khan khong dang
6 trong qud trinh ding ky hodc thiee thi quyén bau cir ciia minh. Vi tw
cach la nhitng céng ddn cé dirc tin, ching ta cé thé cung nhau déng gép
cho loi ich chung ciia quéc gia bang cdach ving hé cdc cude bau cir tir do
va céng bang.



“Téi kéu goi tat cd nguoi Cong gido hdy ddt dirc tin Ién trén chinh tri. Sw
dong gop ciia Gido héi vao doi song cong cong ciia mot quoc gia khong
phai la mot chwong trinh chinh tri hay mang tinh dang phdai, thay vao do,
né phan dnh cam két cia ching ta doi véi pham gid ciia méi con ngudi—
nhitng ngueoi dwoc tao dung theo hinh dnh va giong nhw Thién Chiia.

“Mot trong nhitng moi nguy I6n nhat trong thoi diém hién nay la niém tin
cho rang bat ky 101 chi trich nao nhdam vdao ‘dang ciia chiing ta’ ciing déu
Vé tinh tiép sirc cho phe déi ldp. Mot lwong tdm sang suét khéng vdan hanh
theo cdach nhw vay. Do dé, téi khuyén khich moi ngwoi hdy ddnh gid cdc
ung cw vién va cdc quan chuc ddc cir dua trén hanh dong cua ho — chu
khong chi dva trén nhitng loi hira hen — va xem xét xem nhirng hanh dong
dé c6 thiic ddy loi ich chung hay khéng. Chiing ta phai khuwde tir thir ngén
tir khoi goi ndi so hdi, sw odn gidn hay chia ré; thay vao dé, hdy lang nghe
loi moi goi cia Tin Mirng: yéu mén Thién Chiia va yéu thuwong tdt cd
nhitng nguoi ldn can.

€

guyén xin Pirc Me Guadalupe, Pdng Bdo tro chdu My, ban phiic lanh
cho quéc gia ching ta khi chiing ta mét lan niva budce vao cdc ky bau cit,
dé ching ta biét tén trong pham gid ciia méi c¢d nhan va cung nhau vun
ddp loi ich chung cho tdt ca moi ngueoi.”

###

Archbishop Coakley’s full message follows:

“In a time of deep political division, the temptation is to be
discouraged and to not participate in the election process.
But discouragement is not a Christian virtue. For citizens in
a representative democracy such as our own, participation
in public life—including voting—is both a right and a
responsibility.



“In honoring this civic duty, it is important to ensure that
citizens not face unnecessary delays or complications in
registering or exercising their right to vote. Together, we can
contribute to the common good of our nation as faithful
citizens by supporting free and fair elections.

“l would ask all Catholics to put their faith before politics.
The Church’s contribution to the public life of a nation is not
a political or partisan program; rather, it reflects our
commitment to the dignity of every person, who is created in
the image and likeness of God.

“One of the great dangers of our moment is the belief that
any criticism of ‘our party’ somehow strengthens our
opponents. A well-formed conscience does not operate on
those terms. Therefore, I encourage all to judge candidates
and elected officials by their actions, not merely their
promises, and how those actions promote the common good.
We must reject rhetoric that appeals to fear, resentment, or
division, and listen instead, to the Gospel call to love God
and all our neighbors.

“May Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas,
bless our nation as we turn once more to elections, that we
might respect the dignity of each person and promote the
common good of all.”


https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title

